Facets (2005)

Scale is everything. A surface that feels solid to the touch and appears cool and unchanging to our eyes would appear to be seething with movement, if we could view it on the miniscule scale of an electron microscope. At the atomic scale, everything, even the most stable objects, exhibits constant movement and change. Yet from our every day perspective solid objects are just that -- solid. In a shift of perspective, the most familiar of notions, like density and heat, disappear (an individual atom does not have temperature it only has motion, though at a larger scale the average motion of many atoms creates heat). At a small enough scale physicists claim that even time can reverse itself. Violence and stability, continuity and contrast, are simply facets of the very same objects. 

In the physical world, and even within every musical sound, apparently contradictory aspects coexist simultaneously, yet perceptually we can access only one level at a time, and many levels are hidden from our senses without the enhancements offered by technology. Within a piece, however, a shifting view can unfold in which scales and perspectives interact. Thresholds are breached and new facets suddenly appear and what might have seemed impossible continuities are revealed.

Facets was written for Marianne Gythfeldt with whom I have had the great pleasure of collaborating for the last eight years.

