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“. . . a ripple ringed pool . . .”


When energy is applied to water be it from wind, pebbles, or a fountain, patterns are formed on the surface. These designs seem endlessly varied, yet completely organic. Anyone who has ever stared at a body of water is aware of how entrancing an experience it can be. A fascination with these patterns led to the creation of “. . . a ripple ringed pool . . .”  The piece takes the image of the water's surface and expresses it in the opening timbre of the ensemble. Energy is then added by the violin obbligato, thus creating ripples on the surface of the sound. These ripples gradually grow and evolve, but, as with the pool, the surface remains essentially unchanged.

PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS

1. There should not be any sense of metric accent in the piece, the meter is present merely to aid in coordination among the performers.

2. The woodwind parts have not been provided with breaks in which to breathe. This was done to suggest the completely continuous nature of the piece. Breaths should be taken as necessary, but as inconspicuously as possible. Special care must be taken to hide the re-attacks. If possible, circular breathing should be used when breaths cannot be hidden.

3. Dashed lines with terminal arrows denote a  poco a poco  change from the current mode of playing to the one indicated after the arrow.

4. “n  ” denotes niente.

5. “ s.p.” denotes sul ponticello.

6. “ s.t.” denotes sul tasto.

7. “ blow through flute ” means that only breath should be heard (as this changes to “ord.”  pitch should become gradually more perceptible).

8. The upward arrows in the violin and 'cello parts in bars 48 and 49 denote an indeterminate pitch as high as possible.

9. “ ord. ” denotes normal playing.

10. Slanted beams indicate accelerandi and ritardandi within the specified rhythmic space (the exact number of pitches notated must be played).

11. Duration is 8 minutes.

